
  
 

Dear Ocean Beach and Bay Club Members,  

In a consistent effort to improve the quality of our services in Ocean Beach and Bay Club, we as 

a Board made the collective decision to consolidate the Beach Patrol and Lifeguards under one 

Board member’s leadership, [myself] Mike Hanney.  This was done in an effort to ease 

coordination and deliver greater efficiency, and ultimately maximize the value delivered by the 

Beach Patrol to members. I believe strongly that BP and LG’s work as a team, and as a result our 

members and guests benefit.  John Sorrentino will continue to be a valued partner throughout 

the transition and the summer season.  

I am writing to provide you with additional information in advance of the budget meeting in 

December and assure you that as a Board, we continue to assess, consider and make changes in 

an effort to continuously improve our community, while controlling and minimizing costs. In 

regards to the Beach Patrol, I have worked closely with Josh and Ashley, our Treasurer, to 

identify opportunities to lower our operational costs while ensuring coverage on all walkways 

to check badges, sweep walkways daily and patrol the beach for the purpose of enforcing rules 

and ensuring the safety of visitors. (The beach patrol staff identified many of the emergencies 

to which our lifeguards were called for assistance this past summer.) I have identified $10,000 

in cost savings from the original budget submission, enabling us to provide the same level of 

service. We will do this by working as a team, shifting hours and reducing additional 

headcount.  

I have worked closely over the past two years as a partner with our Lifeguard Captain, Don 

MacCarrick and Head of Beach Patrol, Josh Mehl, both of whom have served OB3 for more than 

9 summers, to gain a clear and strong understanding as to what it takes to keep our beach safe. 

In the past, we had 4 lifeguard stands up on weekdays and 5 on the weekends.  Since the 

community is coming back to its full capacity and rentals are increasing yearly since Sandy, 

along with the beach replenishment project, we as a board strongly believe that we should 

increase the size and coverage of the swimming area.  Also, the change in topography of the 

beach, the shoreline, and the ocean floor could present safety challenges that we cannot 

foresee at this time.   We will be adding another lifeguard stand at the walkway 2/3 area and 

having all stands staffed every day.  Since the oceanfront is not a static environment, 

Lifeguarding must be responsive to continuous changes. Based on the current conditions, we 

will assess and decide each day after evaluating  the water and weather conditions as to how 

the beach will be guarded. We believe that this plan provides the best coverage throughout the 

summer.  To adequately staff all 6 stands every day, we will hire 5 additional lifeguards in 2019.  

This is after considering the changing beach environment, to ensure the safety and enjoyment 

of all who visit OB3.  



  
 

We consolidated the Lifeguards and The Beach Patrol teams, as the Beach Patrol is an integral 

part ensuring all visitors of OB3 are safe. In addition to checking badges, sweeping walkways, 

and rule enforcement, the Beach Patrol are partners of the Lifeguard staff, acting as the eyes 

and ears on the beach to identify potential hazards, incidents or visitors in need of assistance 

on the beach itself. Many incidents in the 2018 season in which members needed assistance 

due to safety were because the Beach Patrol staff initially identified the member in distress 

while sweeping the beach and notified the Lifeguard team.  

Because the current Board believes strongly that we all share a responsibility to ensure that all 
of our member’s voices are being heard, simply put, "you spoke, we listened, took action, and 
are going to provide you with incredible service while controlling costs”.  

For additional information regarding the upcoming Special Meeting and the proposed 2019 budget, 

please visit our website. 

Thank you for your continued support as a community. I am excited to lead another safe and 
enjoyable summer of 2019 in OB3.  

 

Sincerely,  

Mike Hanney  

 

 

Mike Hanney Background 

Mike Hanney has been in charge of the Beach and lifeguards for the past two summers and in 

that time we have provided the membership with a level of service which is unparalleled in the 

Jersey Shore.  Mike is the Captain of the Yonkers Fire Department and an instructor at the 

Yonkers Fire Academy where he has dedicated his career to saving lives.  Mike ran security 

events for close to 20-years, providing logistics and services for some of the most important A-

list celebrities and politicians in recent memory.  On top of these instances of experience, Mike 

Hanney was a Lifeguard at Sea Girt beach for almost a decade.  He is responsible for creating 

the Junior Lifeguarding program at SG Beach, where through his partnerships from within the 

community, he was able to raise significant funds to run the program.  His knowledge of the 

water and lifesaving expertise is invaluable, and the working relationship that he has built with 

Lifeguard Captain Don MacCarrick and Beach Patrol Captain Josh Mehl, has made the beach run 

efficiently. 

 

https://www.oceanbeach3.org/dec-reports

